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in one hand and four unlighted candles in the other. This leader would have gone up into the pulpit just vacated by the minister; but the parishioners would not let him. He declared he had a message to them from heaven, but they would not listen to it in the church; so he was fain to deliver it in the churchyard. There he announced that his message concerned " five lights/" all to be symbolised by his candles. But the effect of the emblem was sadly marred; as in the wind that was blowing the candles would not burn. The first light was the Sabbath; it was his mission to declare this abolished " as unnecessary, Jewish; and merely ceremonial; and here; quoth he; I should put out my first light, but the wind is so high I cannot light it/3 * The next light was tithes; " abolished as Jewish and ceremonial, a great burden to the saints of God, and a discouragement of industry and tillage/'' The third and fourth lights were ministers and magistrates, both needless in the kingdom of the saints. And, finally; taking a Bible from his pocket, he declared it to consist of beggarly rudiments superseded by the fuller outpouring of Christ's Spirit. So; first setting fire to the book, he extinguished the lantern, and ended his message.
In some respects such men were precursors of the Quakers, with this formidable difference, that they had not yet reached the doctrine of non-resistance, and that most of them were armed veterans. Oliver Cromwell must surely have been haunted at times with the reflection that these men were his own disciples; improving on his own doctrines as to the freedom of the spirit, and as to the light of nature on the right of resistance to authority. But he never allowed such perplexities to hamper his action when the practical issue was clear. The moment the sect broke out in mutiny, he had it by the throat. Through the closed door of the council-chamber, the "sharp, untuneable voice'''' was heard proclaiming; with the added emphasis of a thump that shook the table, " I tell you, you must either break these people in pieces, or they will break you!"
On April 2(Jth a part of Colonel Whalley's regiment, being under orders to leave London, though not for Ireland, broke out into open mutiny in Bishopsgate; and declared they would not go. Swiftly Fairfax and Cromwell were amongst them; and fifteen were arrested; whereupon the rest obeyed the order to * Waiker, "Hist, of Independency/' Pt. II., p. 151.romwell's unfailing apprehension of the mainshould neither be destroyed nor saved in an underhand manner. (Letter LVII. in Carlylr).ted with it, but keep still to their former engagements to his Majesty, and once more solemnly vote the proposals; which was accordingly done.*
